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Teacher’s notes 

The good search quiz – primary  
 

 

Summary 
 
Language level A2 to B1 
Age Primary 9+ 
Length of lesson 45–60 minutes 
  
Language 
objectives 

– to practise integrated skills in the context of a search task 
 
 

Additional 
objectives 

– to develop skills to search effectively and safely 
– to think about the reliability of online sources 
 

 

Rationale 
Search is central to so many aspects of education, work and life in general. 
Encouraging learners to reflect on how and why they search can be useful for them at 
any age. This lesson also encourages learners to be critical about the content they find. 
Through listening, speaking and writing about search, learners will naturally be 
developing and practising related vocabulary. 
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Materials  
• Student’s handout: Animal search quiz  
• Interactive whiteboard or projector 
• Internet access: www.kiddle.co 
• PC, laptop or tablet for the teacher and one for each group of learners 

Procedure  
1. Before the lesson, do the animal search quiz yourself so that you know what kinds of 

results are going to come up. 
 

2. Project Kiddle search on your board and ask your learners to tell you what the 
biggest animal in the world is. Write a few of their answers on the board, and then 
say you’ll search to find the correct one. They may ask why you’re using Kiddle to 
search. Tell them that it’s a safer search engine that works like Google and that they 
are going to be using it in this lesson. 
 

3. Type What is the biggest animal in the world? slowly into the search box. Ask the 
class if it looks OK. Try to elicit from them that you don’t have to write the full 
question, just the important words like biggest, animal and world are enough. Type 
the keywords biggest animal world into the box and search. 

 
4. When the results come up, pretend to want to click on the paid-for links at the top of 

the page in a shaded box. Elicit from the class what they are (advertising) and why 
you should ignore these (because they are paid-for they appear at the top, but they 
may not be the best results) and go to the results below. Scroll down the page and 
ask if you should only use the first result. Elicit that you should look for what seems 
like the page which best answers your question, which might mean looking at the 
second page of results, too. With the class, decide which result to click on: choose 
one you’ve checked before the lesson, if possible. The answer to the question is the 
blue whale. 

 
5. Tell the class they’re going to work in groups to find information about different 

animals, and they have a time limit for this. Depending on the number of devices you 
have and the size of your class, put learners in pairs or groups of three or four. 
Without giving any further information, project the blank table from the Animal search 
quiz handout on the board for them to copy, or give as a handout. Check learners 
understand what size and age mean, and that you’d like them to find out the usual 
age that each animal lives to. Every learner in a group should write down notes or fill 
in the table. Set a time limit to suit your class. You could add another animal to the 
list, depending on your learners’ level. Make sure that it’s a challenge for learners to 
do it in time.  

http://www.kiddle.co/
https://www.kiddle.co/
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6. Each group searches for the information. The task is quite open, so learners will 

have a range of answers. The main aim is to engage learners in the process of 
search. Congratulate any group that finishes before the time runs out. 
 

7. When the time is up, put learners into new groups and ask them to compare their 
answers. Depending on their level and the time you have, you can encourage them 
to ask and answer questions in English. Before they get into new groups, elicit the 
questions they can use. Alternatively, you can just ask them to quickly compare their 
notes.  
 

8. With the whole class, ask learners for their answers. There will probably be some 
differences so accept any answers you know to be correct. Check any that seem 
wrong. Ask the class how they searched for the information. They will probably say 
they used the important words (keywords). Ask which sites they chose and why. 
Highlight the importance of choosing sites that appear reliable, for example they are 
up to date, tidy and don’t have too many adverts. 

 
9. Ask if anyone found information about the tree octopus. Give some information 

about its age, colour and where it’s found, and then show the website: 
http://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus. 

 
Look at the photo of an octopus in the tree, click on Sightings and scroll through the 
photos. Hopefully there will be some expressions of doubt or disbelief. This site is a 
hoax, it’s just for fun – these octopuses don’t exist.  
 
Ask the class why they think it isn’t true. What can they do to check? Try to elicit the 
important points: the site looks a bit out of date; the photos are clearly not all real 
octopuses; the homepage of the site (zapatopi.net) shows it’s not a serious site. 
Also, though the language will probably be difficult for most or all learners, tell them 
that some of the FAQs, such as whether or not you can have a tree octopus as a 
pet, have funny answers.  
 
The tree octopus site is fun, but remind your class that it’s important to be aware that 
there are more serious websites which are hoaxes, too. 
 

10. Tell your class that, to finish, you want them to work in pairs or groups again, and to 
write their search recommendations: Top five tips for search. Monitor and make sure 
each group remembers the key points from each stage of the lesson. 

 
11. If you have time, get each group to share their tips. You could combine them into a 

class poster to display.  
 
 

http://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/
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