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Video 3 – Create your own sets 
 
 
In the last video, I showed you how to use digital tools to access ready-made vocabulary sets 
and help your learners use them. In this video, I’m going to look at using digital tools to 
create your own sets. I’ll also look at how you can teach your learners to use digital tools to 
make their own sets, and how to use their smartphones or tablets to practise learning them. 
 
Earlier I talked about how important it is to recycle vocabulary, especially soon after it’s 
introduced. There are a few things that can be a big help when introducing new vocabulary, 
and which are important to think about when you make your own sets.   
 
First, think about how to organise the vocabulary you’re working with. It’s easier for learners 
to remember words that are connected in some way – in lexical sets. This could be a group 
of words around a theme or topic, or it could be words which are linked by word type or by 
function. For example you might have a lexical set about words for furniture, or words to 
describe positive feelings. When you choose what to make on a flashcard app, remember to 
choose words linked in this way, or, when using ready-made sets, check that the words are 
connected in a meaningful way.  
 
You can find groups of words from your coursebook, or from wordlists. For example 
Cambridge English has wordlists for its Young Learners exams, and for the Key and 
Preliminary exams too. The next thing that can help is making sure that vocabulary is 
personalised. For example, if you are talking about feelings, you can ask learners to share an 
example of something that makes them feel that way.  
 
Let’s take vocabulary to describe feelings. Look at this list of words; they are all from the 
Cambridge B1 wordlist. What do they all have in common?  
 
That’s right – they are all adjectives to describe feelings – and all of them are quite negative 
feelings. If your learners are doing some writing about how they felt in a difficult situation, you 
might be teaching a lexical set of adjectives describing positive or negative feelings.  
 
Now let’s use some learning resources using this tool, to help learners develop their 

vocabulary. This is quite a small lexical set – just six words – but let’s look at using a digital 

tool to help with teaching and learning these words in the classroom. 

If you have an interactive whiteboard in your classroom, you can use digital tools to create 

face-to-face classroom activities to help teach vocabulary. In this way you’ll combine face-to-

face teaching with using digital tools.  

Instructions for different tools are usually quite similar. To get started you usually have to 

provide an email address and password to create an account.   

Once you’ve created an account, you need to create an activity. Let’s make a simple quiz 

activity using the six words in the lexical set. On the dashboard screen, choose the quiz 

template on the right-hand side. You will notice there are other templates, but let’s keep this 

activity as simple as possible as it’s the first one. 

 
After you’ve chosen the link to make a quiz, you’ll have the option to make multiple-choice 
questions. You can have up to six responses for each question. You can use either visuals or 

http://www.thedigitalteacher.org/


 

www.thedigitalteacher.com  
 

© UCLES 2017 

 

2 

words for the questions and responses. 
 
To add an image, choose ‘Add image’ and you can enter a word to search for images on the 
internet to represent that word. 
 
For example, here I’ve searched for images to represent one of the words on our list – 
exhausted. I choose a picture, and it is linked to my quiz. Then I add six possible answers, 
and show which one is the correct answer. 
 
If you prefer, you can organise the questions the other way around, with six pictures as 

multiple options for the answers.  

It’s really important to personalise vocabulary learning as much as possible, to make it 

relevant and meaningful to individual learners. Digital tools like these can make it really easy 

for the teacher or the learners to choose images that will help them to remember meanings.  

You or your learners can choose images from the internet, or better still, upload your own 

images from your computer, to make the context and meaning of each lexical item as 

personalised and memorable as possible. To upload your own pictures, just choose ‘Upload’ 

instead of ‘Search for images’. 

Once you’ve completed all the questions in the quiz – in this example there are six questions 

– choose ‘Done’ and then choose which kind of activity you want to do with the quiz. For 

example, this could be a teacher-led activity using the interactive whiteboard.  

In this kind of activity, the teacher asks the learners to think of and say the correct answer 
and then uses the interactive whiteboard to check and see if it the answer is correct. 
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