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Video 2 – Ready-made sets 
 
 
In the last video, I looked at some of the advantages of using digital tools for teaching and 
learning vocabulary. This time I’m going to be looking in more detail at how you can use 
ready-made vocabulary sets with two digital tools to help teach vocabulary or give your 
learners the chance to practise what they’ve learned. Most vocabulary apps and websites 
have an option of using ready-made sets or of creating your own. Looking for ready-made 
sets is a really good way to start using a new tool or website, especially if you are not 
confident about creating your own content. After you’ve used some ready-made sets, you’ll 
have a better idea of what your learners need, and you should find it much easier to make 
your own. In this video I’m going to use some ready-made sets that I created. You can use 
these with your learners too.  
 
One of the benefits of using ready-made sets is that you don’t have to spend time writing or 
inputting vocabulary yourself. It’s an easy way to get started, even if you’re not very confident 
about using digital tools. 
 
Let’s start by looking at flashcard tools. These are simple digital tools, which allow learners to 
use digital flashcards – like paper flashcards, but on a screen, to memorise meaning, spelling 
and even the pronunciation of words.  
 
To get started you’ll often need to sign up, but most tools are free, or have a free version to 
use. I’m using one particular tool, to show you an example, but there are several others.  
 
You should be able to use the search function to look for specific ready-made sets. I’m going 
to look at some vocabulary sets that Cambridge English has created with one tool. But you 
could look for different topics for your class. I’ve found a set called YLE – Starters – Colours. 
This is a very basic set of vocabulary for practising the names of colours. It’s aimed at young 
learners preparing for the Cambridge English: Starters exam. So for example, if you were 
teaching colours, learners could practise memorising this vocabulary by using flashcards 
about colours on the computer screen. 
 
Or they could do this on a tablet or smartphone. 
 
It’s a good idea to look for a set by topic first and then look for the right language level. 
 
Most flashcard apps will have different options for activities. All of them include the option of 
looking at a new word together with something else. This might be a translation, an image or 
a definition. There are lots of other activities available too. Here’s an example of a game 
learners can use.  
 
You can play this game by choosing ‘Gravity’ on the first page for the vocabulary set and 
then following the prompts. The more difficult the level you choose, the faster the learners 
have to respond. It’s a great way of challenging your learners to memorise and reproduce the 
vocabulary as quickly as possible.  
 
Try out the different games yourself, and find the ones that you think your learners will like 
best. Or ask your learners to try them out, and ask them to tell their classmates. This could 
be a great way to find out what your learners think, and also to hear what they find useful or 
not.  
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