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Teacher’s notes 

Using ThingLink to support 
situational language teaching  
 

 

Summary 
 
Language level B1+ 
Age 16+ 
Length of lesson 45 minutes (but with significant preparation time) 
Materials 
 

• ThingLink image to share with learners 
• dialogues from the audio in ThingLink image, 

transcribed and ready to display 
 

Language 
objectives 

- to describe the features of a train station and train travel 
- to be aware of usual situational exchanges – the typical 
  language which can be used – when travelling by train 
- to identify and use key language features for those situations 
 
 

Additional 
objectives 

- to familiarise learners with the steps involved in travelling by 
  train in the UK (or other country) 
- to develop learner interest in aspects of life in the UK (or 
  other country) 
- to introduce learners to ThingLink, and to encourage a 
  learner-centred task which helps reinforce these language 
  and additional objectives 
 

http://www.thedigitalteacher.com/
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Rationale 
 

A situational focus in teaching can be useful for learners arriving in the UK, or any other 
country, for the first time, to study, work or just spend time. One aspect of life which they 
will need to prepare for is likely to be travel. Focusing on different travel situations can 
help learners prepare generally (what is the normal process or pattern?) and for the 
language they need. (Note: you can easily substitute the situation/topic for something 
more relevant to your learners’ needs.) 

If you decide to create your own ThingLink image you will need to spend time preparing 
materials, they will likely be useful for other groups. It can also lead in to an ongoing 
task/project which becomes increasingly learner-centred.  

Materials 
 

We have created an example of a ThingLink image with tags and audio that you can 
use to deliver the lesson described below. You can find the image and share it with your 
learners here.  
 
If you decide to create the materials yourself, you will need to spend some time 
preparing materials for this lesson, including short audio files which you should, ideally, 
record on location. If you do decide to create your own ThingLink image I suggest 
following the guidance at the bottom of this document in the section called preparing 
materials, which includes options for both paid-for and free user plans on ThingLink. 

Procedure  
 

1. Arrive well prepared 
The lesson is based around a ThingLink image for travelling by train, an area in 
which many international students, for example, need support when coming to the 
UK for the first time. However, you can easily adapt the lesson for a number of 
different learner backgrounds and needs, for example, an airport may provide more 
universal situations to choose from – though be careful where you take pictures or 
record dialogues! 
 

http://www.thedigitalteacher.com/
https://www.thinglink.com/fullscreen/1123560477343875074
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2. Lead-in 1 
Ask learners to work in pairs or small groups for a few minutes. Dictate them two 
questions to discuss (you can adapt the questions so they are appropriate for your 
group): 

 
a. Do you like travelling by train? Why? Why not? 
b. Have you ever had a memorable experience travelling by train? 

 
Be sure to monitor and help with any language. 
 

3. Lead-in 2 
Ask for feedback from the class, in particular any memorable experiences. Move on 
to elicit language which helps describe experiences when travelling by train and 
write keywords and situations on the board. Organise the language you elicit 
appropriately (e.g. tasks: buying tickets; problems: delays; people and places: 
conductor, newsagent).  
  

4. Reading and listening 
Learners now work in pairs again, and ideally will access your ThingLink image of 
the train station via a computer or tablet. (They could also use their phone, though 
the experience may have less impact with a smaller image.) Exploring a ThingLink 
image is quite intuitive, but you may want to quickly demonstrate how they can work 
with it. Then, in pairs, ask them to complete the following tasks and discuss where 
appropriate.  

 
a. What are your general impressions of the place? (You may want to refer 

them to certain tags here which give background information.) 
b. How many dialogues can you find in the image? What is the purpose of 

each dialogue? (This refers to the different audio tags you have added.) 
c. What useful language can you note from the dialogues in each situation? 

 
5. Feedback and language focus 

Elicit learners’ feedback to the first question and develop the discussion if possible. 
Train stations in the UK, for example, can be both beautiful, historical buildings and 
slightly impractical at the same time. Move on to the second and third questions and 
elicit functional language that they noted from the dialogues. Remind learners that 
functional language can be words, phrases, or whole sentences which can help in 
specific situations. Either share or show the transcribed dialogues now to confirm the 
useful language. The language you focus on should ideally be natural but also useful 
(i.e. high-frequency). Point out the difference between high and low-frequency 
expressions: common functional language items that are used more often in different 
situations – high-frequency – may be more useful for them. 
 
Take a moment to drill some of the useful language. 
 
 

http://www.thedigitalteacher.com/
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6. Vanishing dialogues 
Focus on the dialogues now, asking learners to work in pairs again and practise with 
their partner. First, let learners refer to the dialogue transcripts, and then after a few 
minutes, remove them.  
 

7. Developing a task 
As this lesson is an introduction to ThingLink, tell learners they are going to create 
their own ThingLink image for a similar useful situation. Work with them as a group 
to brainstorm situations which would be useful to them. Agree how they will work 
(e.g. in groups? How many in each group?); define any roles which they consider 
important (e.g. one person does audio recording, another transcribes); and assign 
them – or let them choose – the situation their group will focus on. Their task is to 
create a ThingLink similar to yours, with background information and a focus on 
useful language.  
 
Offer practical tips – above all, it may be necessary for them to role play the 
dialogues themselves (if you are not in a country where they can easily have an 
exchange in English).  
 
This could be set as a group task in class time, or as homework. Many learners will 
be comfortable working with a tool like ThingLink, but it may be worth going through 
the steps of how to register and to create an image.  
 

8. Follow-up lesson 
Once learners have completed their ThingLink images, set aside time (one or two 
45-minute lessons) to review them. Depending on the size of the class you are 
working with, you may want them to swap ThingLink images with another group, or 
(if you have only, say, three or four groups in the class) allow the whole class to 
work through all groups’ images.  
 
You can round up by highlighting the language that will be useful for them and giving 
some general feedback. Learners can also, of course, vote on which they liked most, 
or provide more detailed feedback themselves. If you do ask for peer feedback, it 
may be safer to provide some sentence starters to scaffold (help them to form) their 
comments, such as: 
 

One thing we really liked about your ThingLink was ... 
One piece of language we found useful was ... 
Overall, we think ... 

 
‘Scaffolding’ – in this case, supporting learners with language they probably haven’t 
needed to use before – can make the feedback experience more comfortable for 
everyone involved. 
 

http://www.thedigitalteacher.com/
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Preparing materials 
 

1. Register on the ThingLink website. If you choose a paid-for plan, use a 360° 
image of a major railway station (this is likely to be your own image, though you 
may search for and find a suitable image on ThingLink). Alternatively, if you have 
the basic plan, take a regular photo of a station, which includes different features 
and places which you want to explore in this lesson. 
 

2. Upload your image to ThingLink. First, add some information about the station 
(e.g. how busy it is, some general information about travel by train in the UK (or 
whichever country) etc.) in a text or video link (called a ‘tag’) that you put into 
(embed) the image. (ThingLink’s main feature is the ability to put items of text, 
images, videos, etc. into a main image. These items are called ‘tags’ and the 
process of creating the tags is called ‘embedding’.) The information you choose 
for the tags will depend on the needs and background of your learners. You 
could also link to any short or interesting videos which help with that.  
 

3. Add some tags to different places or people in the station, with information (as 
text) about them. For example: the gates, the platforms, the departures/arrivals 
screens. If you have a paid-for plan and can use 360° images, you can go into 
much more detail, highlighting more people and places. 
 

4. Next, add some recorded dialogues – ‘tag’ them in the appropriate location in the 
image. I suggest adding them as audio tags, using files which you record yourself 
when at a station. Save the recordings to your phone (they may just be a few 
seconds), and then upload them to ThingLink. Upload the short audio recording 
of the dialogue you had at these places, for example: 
 

• at the newsagent – a recording of you asking for something and paying 
• at the ticket office –  a recording of you asking how much a ticket costs to 

a certain location (you may not want to actually buy one!) 
• at the information/travel centre – a recording of you asking for information 

on a delayed train 
• at the café – a recording of you asking for a coffee, tea, snack, etc. 

 
Be sure to let the other person know that you are recording. If you are not 
comfortable with that, you could just record your part of the dialogue or ask a 
colleague or friend to role play with you. However, audio recorded on location 
has the added value of ‘taking the learners there’.   
 

http://www.thedigitalteacher.com/


 
 

 

  www.thedigitalteacher.com  ©UCLES 2018   6 

Teacher’s notes 
Using ThingLink to support 

situational language teaching  

5. Transcribe the dialogues, and make sure they are ready to display in class –  
even if you decide not to make them available on your ThingLink image itself.  
 

6. Think about your tags in the ThingLink image – do you want them to be 
sequential (e.g. A, B, C, D) or do you want to have two different categories  
(e.g. one tag type for general information on the station, another for 
dialogues/situations)? 
 

7. This lesson plan is based around sharing the ThingLink image with learners to 
explore themselves, so make sure that they can access it easily from any device 
they are going to use. As an alternative, you may want to adapt this plan so that 
they explore the image on an interactive board or through a data projector/on a 
large screen in class. 

 

http://www.thedigitalteacher.com/

	Summary
	Rationale
	Materials
	Procedure
	Preparing materials

