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Lesson  
length 

60 
minutes 

Level B2–C1 

 
Information about the class: 

This lesson is suitable for a group of young adult learners of General English at Level 
B2–C1. The target vocabulary and the reading text are appropriate for these levels. 

 
Lesson aim(s):  

 To develop learners’ ability to deduce meaning of vocabulary from context in a 
reading text. 

 To develop learners’ ability to read quickly for gist. 

 To help learners gain confidence in using digital tools to build up skills in 
recording and memorising vocabulary. 

 
Rationale:  

In this lesson, learners are introduced to the use of Memrise. This is a digital tool for 
learning vocabulary which allows learners to personalise the vocabulary in a way that is 
most suitable for them, and which they can use to record large banks of vocabulary and 
begin to memorise it. This digital tool is best used for self-study, and this lesson 
introduces learners to how to use it to create their own personalised set of vocabulary. As 
part of personalising their language learning, learners are encouraged to think of and 
share mems – any kind of picture or word to help them memorise a vocabulary item. 

 
Materials (referenced): 

 Handouts 1 and 2: Reading about The Selfie and vocabulary exercise 

 Interactive whiteboard with internet access or PC/laptop with projector 

 Learners’ smartphones/tablets/PCs (one for every two learners is enough) 

 The teacher will need to create a Memrise account (this requires an email address 
and a password) memrise.com, and then show the learners how to do this on 
classroom computers or at home (not on smartphones). 

 

 
Assumptions: 

 Learners have some experience of taking selfies (self-portrait photographs taken 
with a mobile phone camera), and are willing to share some of their own pictures 
with other learners. 

 Learners have smartphones in class. 

 Learners will have access to the internet outside the class to create their own 
vocabulary course. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

http://www.thedigitalteacher.org/
http://www.memrise.com/


 

www.thedigitalteacher.com 
 

© UCLES 2017 

 

2 

 

 

Anticipated difficulties Solutions 

Memrise is a digital tool with a large 
number of different features. Some of 
these are only available to subscribers, 
and others are quite complex and not 
easy for learners to master quickly. 

The lesson focuses on using the basic free 
functions of the digital tool in a simple way. 

Some learners may not be able to access 
the Memrise app via their smartphones. 

Learners can work in larger groups and 
share smartphones if necessary. 
Alternatively, the teacher can demonstrate 
the use of Memrise on a mobile device and 
learners can practise this at home. 

Learners may become distracted when 
using smartphones in class. 

Teacher will ask all learners to agree to 
concentrate only on the lesson activity while 
using smartphones. Teacher to monitor 
carefully. 

 
 
Assessment (how the teacher will know if lesson aims have been reached) 

In this lesson, the teacher uses features of the digital tool to assess how well the learners 
have developed their use of the target language. Learners can also monitor their own 
learning through the tool. 
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Stage Stage aim Procedure Interaction Time 

Lead-in To establish the 

topic of the lesson 

and create interest. 

Teacher uses whiteboard/projector/mobile device to show a selfie picture 

of him or herself and elicit and check understanding of the word selfie, and 

then checks understanding with concept questions: 

 

 Who takes a selfie? – The person in the photo. 

 How many people are usually in a selfie? – Could be one or more. 

 When do people take selfies? – Learners give examples of 
possible situations. 

 Why do people like selfies? – Learners give reasons. 

T–SSS 2 

Personalisation To personalise the 

topic and create 

interest. 

In pairs, ask learners to talk to each other about whether/when/where they 

take selfies, and if possible show each other a selfie they have taken 

recently. 

S–S 5 

Instruction To clarify 

instructions for the 

next stages of the 

lesson. 

Clarify to learners that they are going to read a short article about selfies, 

find new words and then learn how to use a digital tool to help them 

memorise the new vocabulary. 

T–SSS 3 

Reading 

Handout 1 

To practise reading 

for gist and general 

meaning. 

Hand out the reading on The Selfie, ask learners to read it quickly and 

answer the questions: 

 

1. How long have people been taking selfies? 
2. Will people carry on taking selfies for a long time? 

 

T–SSS 2 

Feedback 

Handout 1 

To check 

understanding of 

the text. 

Learners read quickly then check their answers to the questions in pairs. 

Answers: 

 

1. Selfies have existed from the first days of photography in the 

SS 3 
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1800s. 
2. The writer thinks that selfies will continue to be taken for a long 

time. 

Meaning in 

context 

To help learners 

develop the skill of 

deducing meaning 

from context. 

Now ask the learners to read the text again and find the following 10 words 

in it. Then ask them to talk to a partner to try to work out the meaning of 

the words: 

 

 background 

 craze 

 device 

 flattering 

 instantaneously 

 lens 

 phenomenon 

 post 

 self-portrait 

 vain 

 

SS 5 

Focus on target 

vocabulary 

To clarify meaning, 

form and 

pronunciation of 10 

items of target 

vocabulary. 

The teacher checks learners’ understanding of the words and focuses on 

the following issues of meaning, form and pronunciation: 

 

Meaning  

Check meaning with concept-checking questions, e.g.: 

 background – If something is in the background of a picture, is it in 

front of something else? 

 craze – If something is a craze, will people carry on doing it 

forever? 

 device – Give some examples of devices, e.g. a tablet, a Fitbit. 

 flattering – If a picture is flattering, does it make you look good? 

 instantaneously – If something happens instantaneously, does it 

T–SSS 5 
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happen immediately? 

 lens – Does a camera have a lens? 

 vain – If someone is vain, do they like to look at themselves? 

 phenomenon – Can you give me any examples of natural 

phenomena? (hurricane, volcano erupting, solar eclipse)  

 post (on the internet) – What can we post? 

 self-portrait – Which person can you see in a self-portrait? 

 

Pronunciation 

Model, drill and correct as necessary. Pay particular attention to difficult 

areas, e.g.: 

 instantaneously – six syllables 

 lens – final sound is /z/ not /s/ 

 vain – note homophone vein 

 phenomenon – difficult combination of vowel sounds /fɪˈnɒmɪnən/ 

 

Form 

Pay particular attention to the spelling of vain and phenomenon. Also note 

phenomenon has an irregular plural: phenomena. 

 

Practice 

Handout 2 

To provide 

controlled practice 

of the target 

vocabulary. 

Teacher gives out Handout 2, to provide practice of the meaning of the 

new vocabulary. Learners work in pairs to complete the gap-fill activity. 

Answers: 

1. background  

2. flattering 

3. lens 

4. self-portraits 

5. phenomenon 

 

6. vain 

7. devices 

8. craze 

9. post 

10. instantaneously 

 
 

SS 5 
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Discussion 

Handout 2 

To introduce the 

topic and allow 

learners to share 

ideas. 

Learners discuss the questions on Handout 2 about how to record and 

memorise vocabulary.  

SS 5 

Feedback To direct learners 

towards useful 

ideas for creating 

ways of 

memorising 

vocabulary. 

Teacher takes feedback from previous discussion. Teacher focuses on 

potential benefits of using digital tools for vocabulary learning, e.g. 

portability, ease of access, more entertaining etc. and also encourages 

learners to create and share mems (e.g. mnemonics, pictures, 

translations, wordplays) for memorising vocabulary (these can be used 

later with the Memrise tool). 

  

T–SSS 5 

Introduction to 

vocabulary 

learning tool 

To introduce 

learners to a 

vocabulary-

learning tool and 

demonstrate how 

to create and 

practise a 

vocabulary set. 

Using the whiteboard/projector, the teacher demonstrates how to create a 

vocabulary course (a set of vocabulary to learn) on a digital tool. 

 

 Go to memrise.com and create an account. Choose English as the 
language to be learned. 

 Choose Create a course. 

 Enter Name of the course (e.g. Selfie Vocab) and choose English 
as the language being learned on this course. You do not have to 
enter tags or a description. Choose Create course. 

 Enter the 10 words from the reading text. For each word you have 
the option of using a dictionary definition, a translation, or – better – 
the learners’ own definition or example. You can also create or 
upload a recording of the pronunciation of the word. 

 Once you have created a whole set of vocabulary from all 10 
words, save the course. Choose Details, change the status of the 
course to Public, and then save the course and share the link. 

Changing the status to Public makes this course available to all users of 

Memrise, so that your learners can find it easily. Your learners may prefer 

to keep their own vocabulary courses as Unlisted. This means that the 

courses will not be available to all users of Memrise, but your learners can 

still share them with one another using Facebook or other social media. 

SSS 10 

http://www.thedigitalteacher.com/
http://www.memrise.com/


 

www.thedigitalteacher.com 
 

© UCLES 2017 

 

7 

Practice with 

digital learning 

tool 

To demonstrate 

and practise how to 

use the digital tool 

to memorise 

vocabulary. 

If learners have access to computers in the classroom, they can open their 

own Memrise accounts during the lesson, use the link you gave them or 

search for the course titled Selfie Vocab and start learning it.   

 

Learners can then download the Memrise app onto their smartphones and 

log in using the same details. The Selfie Vocab course will become 

available for them to practise on their smartphones/tablets. They can also 

add the mems they discussed earlier in the lesson to each word to help 

them remember the vocabulary. 

 

SS 5 

Homework To encourage 

learners to practise 

learning vocabulary 

from context and 

using digital tools. 

Teacher to set homework:  

Either give learners a choice of short texts, or ask learners to find a text of 

their own, and to find 10 words which they do not know, but for which they 

can deduce the meaning from context. Learners write short definitions of 

these words and use them to create a set of 10 words in the Memrise app. 

In the next class they share these vocabulary sets with one another, or 

they can share them with each other online outside the classroom. 

T–SSS 5 
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