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Differentiating Activities – Transcript 
 
Hello. I'm Helen, and this is Tom. And in this session, we're going to look at how you can use 
digital tools to differentiate activities to support and to challenge your learners. We're going to 
be using Quizlet in this session. So if you haven't already, you can sign up or you can log in 
at quizlet.com. If everyone's ready, let's continue.  
 
OK, first of all, have a look at these four statements. How far do you agree with them? My 
groups are a mix of different abilities and skills. I'm always on the lookout for ways to support 
and challenge the different levels in my class. I usually have to teach to the middle. It's 
difficult to support students at the extremes of the class. Now, unfortunately, groups are 
rarely homogeneous, and so teaching can often focus on learners in the middle. The 
problem, though, as the bottom statement highlights, is that our learners at the top and the 
bottom of the class have limited support. So this session is going to look at how we can do 
more to support the learners at those extremes. So in order to do this, let's create some 
context.  
 
Yeah, so let's imagine that you're teaching a group of, maybe, 30 learners aged around 11 or 
12 years old. They're studying an A2-level course, and you see them for only two hours a 
week. Just over half of the class are managing well, about a quarter struggle to use the 
language that you teach, and a small group of learners are more able and more confident. 
Does this sound familiar? Let's look at how we can address the needs of all the learners in 
the class.  
 
So to start, let's say that this group of learners have just moved on to the topic of English 
summer school facilities. In this lesson, they're going to read a text about a language school 
and study some key vocabulary. By the end of the lesson, we want them to be able to talk 
about or ask questions about language schools using the same vocabulary. This lesson 
might run through the following stages-- lead in, then gist reading, and then focus on 
vocabulary followed by detailed reading, and then post-task controlled practise followed by 
freer practise.  
 
In this lesson, we can support learners with vocabulary and with reading. With the 
vocabulary, we can adjust the number of items and the level of processing necessary to 
identify and match meaning to each term. And with the reading, we can change the number 
and type of questions that we ask.  
 
We're going to look at how we can support and challenge our learners when we present 
vocabulary and focus on the meaning of each term. As I mentioned at the start, in this 
session we're going to be using Quizlet to help us adapt materials to support or challenge 
learners.  
 
If we think back to the class profile, a group of 30 learners aged 11 or 12 who are studying 
an A2-level level course for two hours a week, and we see here that, ideally, we'll need three 
sets of materials to challenge and support the whole class-- let's start in the centre. That's  
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the purple bit. This is our Core plus set of materials, the one that the majority of the class will 
use. Then, we can create core materials for the learners that struggle and challenge  
 
materials for those that are more able and more confident. We can quickly and easily create 
these differentiated materials using a digital tool, any quiz tool, really, but a tool like Quizlet.  
So this is the Core plus set of materials. This is our starting point, the set that's aimed at the 
majority of the class. As you can see, it's a simple matching activity, word to definition. 
However, if that seems too challenging, we can easily tweak it and add pictures.  
 
So here, we have the same activity but with the added clarity that pictures can bring. You can 
see here a few of the Quizlet flashcard items on the left and the match game on the right, 
where learners can match the terms to their meanings against the clock. Now, let's look at 
our first differentiated set of materials.  
 
OK, this is the core set. We've copied and adapted the content to support any learners who 
are struggling. In this example, we've kept the pictures from the tweaked Core plus set, but 
we've also added some translation. You can see the matching is less cognitively demanding 
here, allowing learners to focus on mastery of the meaning of each term.  
 
There are other ways to create a core set of materials. For example, you could reduce the 
amount of content to an achievable number of items for the practise time allowed. Or you 
could reduce complexity to focus on one tense or one structure or one meaning, for example, 
like the past simple only rather than simple versus continuous, or focus on one way of 
requesting rather than on multiple phrases with the same function. Or you could allow 
learners to work in groups. Let's now have a look at the challenge materials.  
 
OK, yeah, so this second set of differentiated material is to challenge more able and 
confident learners. In this example, the supporting pictures have been removed, and a few 
extra items have been added. Again, there are many different ways to create more 
challenging materials. You could reduce the time allowed or set a target. For example, can 
you beat your time? Can you get a better score? You could increase complexity, for 
example, higher level words or structures in sentences or more abstract connections. You 
could allow learners to amend or add their own items or sets, or you could get learners to 
work individually.  
 
So you've seen some examples of differentiated vocabulary practise sets. But in order for 
you to really experience what the difference between these sets feels like, I'd like you to go 
to quizlet.com/CambridgeEng, so quizlet.com/Cambridge E-N-G, and play the match game 
for each set. So you'll find Core, Core plus, and Challenge.  
 
Great. Now, let's have a go at creating a differentiated Quizlet for the same class as before. 
Let's imagine they're studying the vocabulary of eating out, for example. The Core plus set 
has already been created for you. You can find it at quizlet.com/CambridgeEng. That's the 
same as Tom explained. So it's Cambridge E-N-G on the end-- and select the Quizlet called 
Eating Out. And it's got Core plus after it.  
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To copy the Quizlet, you need to select the Copy icon. On some browsers, you'll need to 
select the three little dots and then select Customise from the drop-down menu. You need to 
be logged in to be able to copy a Quizlet.  
 
Yeah. And you can see here a copy of the Core plus set. This is now ready for editing. You 
can just click in each of the boxes that you want to edit and change the text. You can add 
images if you want to and extra terms, if you'd like to do that.  
 
Make sure you rename your set, for example, as Core or Challenge. And when you've 
finished adapting the Quizlet, select Create at the top of the screen to save it. So see if you 
can create a core or challenge set using some of the ideas that we've talked about.  
OK, now, there's one very important step, and that's sharing. So after you've created the 
differentiated materials, you need to share your Quizlets with your learners. You can select 
the arrow just under the title of your Quizlet.  
 
Then, you'll see this box. And here, you can explore different options for sharing the 
materials with your learners. If you'd like to create a class and share Quizlets, you can find 
help on the Quizlet website. Search for Share Sets By Creating a Class, or follow the link on 
the slide.  
 
That's great. I hope you found this session useful and that you'll try out Quizlet or another 
digital quiz tool to differentiate materials for your learners. To help you get started, you can 
download a lesson plan for your class for the materials that we've looked at today on The 
Digital Teacher. And you'll also find an outline of a lesson plan which you can use to create 
your own materials. If you'd like to deliver this training session to your colleagues, you can 
also download a session plan, slides, and a script from The Digital Teacher. Thank you very 
much.  
 
Thank you. 
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