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A2 Student’s handout 

Using a word cloud maker to 
self-assess your writing  
 

 

Summary 
 
 
Content aims  to self-assess your writing and improve your vocabulary 
Language aims  to write a story about the past 
Links/Tools Wordle WordItOut Wordsalad  

Activity 1: A story about the past 
1. Read the story. Were your ideas about the word cloud correct?  
 
The first time I saw the sea 
I remember the first time I saw the sea. I was nine and I lived with my parents and sister 
in the middle of a city. Our holidays were usually in the country, but this time our parents 
took us for a beach holiday. We were really excited. We wanted to make sand castles, 
eat ice creams and look for fish.  

The journey was long. When we arrived, it was really warm. I could smell the salt in the 
air. The sea looked amazing so I ran quickly towards it. I heard my parents calling me 
but I didn’t stop. I ran straight into the water. It was really cold! It was strong, too. A big 
wave came towards me and I fell. Some water went up my nose. Luckily, my dad picked 
me up and I could breathe again.  
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http://wordle.net/
https://worditout.com/
https://worditout.com/


 
 

 

  thedigitalteacher.com  © UCLES 2018   2 

A2 Student’s handout 
Using a word cloud maker  
to self-assess your writing 

 
 

Activity 2: Questions about the word cloud 
Look at the word cloud again and answer these questions.  
1. Which words appear in the story more than once? 
2. What other words could the writer use to make the text different? 
3. Why is it good to use different words in a story? 
4. Are the past simple verbs in the correct form? 
5. Can you see any spelling mistakes?  

Activity 3: Self-assess your writing with a word cloud 
1. For homework, write your story on your computer or mobile device. 
 
2. Copy and paste your story into a word cloud maker. Make your word cloud.  
 
3. Look at your word cloud and answer these questions. 
a) Which words did you use more than once? 
b) Could you use a different word sometimes? Which one? 
c) Did you form the past simple verbs correctly? 
d) Can you see any spelling mistakes?  
 
4. Use the answers to your questions to make your writing better. 
 
5. Save your writing. Share it with your teacher.  
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